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Key Ideas for Parents 
 

Think Deeply:  The Common Core em-
phasizes critical thinking.  It re-
quires students to analyze more, 
discuss more, evaluation more, jus-
tify more and explain their thinking 
and understanding deeply, especial-
ly in writing.   

Integrating Learning: The Common 
Core emphasizes learning across 
disciplines (reading and math and 
social studies standards combined 
into one task).  Students spend 
more time working together with 
different real-life settings, struc-
tures and tools.   

Showing How They Learn:  The Com-
mon Core emphasizes proof and 
evidence.  Long gone are the days 
of worksheets, fact memorizations 
and skill and drill.  Students are not 
taught this way and they are not 
assessed this way.  The new tests 
will require students to explain how 
they know and to move fluently be-
tween different ways of solving a 
problem. 

Talking with the 
Teacher 

 

When you talk with your child’s 
teacher ask to see a sample of 
his/her work. 

Ask the teacher questions about the 
work, like: 

• Is this piece satisfactory? 

• Does this meet the grade level 
expectation? 

• How could it be better? 

• Is my child on track? 

• How can I help my child im-
prove? 

• What resources are available 
that I can use to support my 
child at home? 

If you have concerns, don’t hesitate 
to share them. 

If you have successes or praises, 
share them as well. 

 

 

...the Sixth Grade 
Edition 

Common Core 
State Standards 

for Parents... 

This guide provides an overview 
of what your child will learn by 
the end of the year in Mathe-
matics and English Language 
Arts and Literacy.  It focuses on 
the key skills your child will 
learn in these subjects, which 
will build a strong foundation for 
success in other subjects.  This 
guide is based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards, 
which have been adopted in 
Washington State. 



Common Core Standards for Sixth Grade 

 

 

 

The skills and understanding 
that your child will gain during 
6th grade are among the most 
important foundations for col-
lege and career readiness. These 

include working with ratios and rates and 
working with variables and variable expres-
sions — the building blocks of algebra. Many 
of this year’s topics will remain a major em-
phasis throughout the middle school years 
and into high school.  Your child will be: 

■ Understanding ratios and rates, and solv-
ing problems involving proportional relation-
ships (e.g., if it took 7 hours to mow 4 
lawns, then at that rate, how many lawns 
could be mowed in 35 hours? At what rate 
were lawns being mowed?) 

■ Dividing fractions and solving related word 
problems (e.g., how wide is a rectangular 
strip of land with length 3⁄4 mile and area 
1⁄2 square mile?) 

■ Using positive and negative numbers to-
gether to describe quantities; understanding 
the ordering and absolute values of positive 
and negative numbers 

■ Working with variables and expressions by 
generalizing the way numbers work (e.g., 
when adding numbers, the order doesn’t 
matter, so x + y = y + x; likewise, proper-
ties of addition and multiplication can be 
used to rewrite 24x + 18y as 6(4x + 3y), or 
y + y + y as 3y) 

■ Writing equations to solve word problems 
and describe relationships between quanti-
ties (e.g., the distance D traveled by a train 
in time T might be expressed by an equation 
D = 85T, where D is in miles and T is in 
hours) 

English Language Arts 
and Literacy 

In 6th grade, students apply skills they learned in 
earlier grades to make sense of longer, more chal-
lenging books and articles. That includes learning 
about how authors try to influence readers and find 
reasons to support their ideas. Focusing on how 
authors make their points and support their argu-
ments with evidence and reasoning helps 6th grade 
students sharpen their ability to write and speak 
with more clarity and coherence. Students also will 
expand their vocabularies and use new words in 
their stories, reports, and essays. To meet these 
literacy goals, students must devote significant 
attention to precise details in their reading and 
when writing.  Your child will be: 

■ Analyzing how chapters of a 
book, scenes of a play, or stanzas 
of a poem fit into the overall 
structure of the piece and contrib-
ute to the development of ideas 
or themes 

■ Evaluating the argument and specific claims in 
written materials or a speech, and distinguishing 
claims that are supported by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not 

■ Writing arguments that provide clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, using credible sources 

■ Writing brief reports that examine a topic, have a 
clear focus, and include relevant facts, details, and 
quotations 

■ Conducting short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and sharpen-
ing the focus based on the research findings 

■ Determining the correct meaning of a word based 
on the context in which it is used (e.g., the rest of 
the sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) 

Mathematics 

http://www.k12.wa.us/cor
estandards/default.aspx 

 

http://www.pta.org/comm
oncore 

 

http://www.corestandards
.org 

 

http://www.hunt-
institute.org 

 

http://www.nwea.org/pro
ducts-services/common-

core-map 

Parent-Friendly 
Resources  


